
 

 

 

 
 

       

 

Co mmiitee Meetings  Dates  

 

Community/Fellowship 3 rd 

September  
- 7.30pm  

- Henry Randell residence  

-  

International 9 th September  
- Glen Smith residence  

- 7.30pm  

-  

Membership 16 th October  

- 13 Silicon Place  

- 7.30pm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT a newsletter  of the Rotary Club of Essendon  

 

Volume 74 Issue  10, 2nd  Septemb er  2008 

Whats Happening!  

Å  District Gove rnor address  

 Rotary Club of Karen  

 Community & Fellowship  

 Q&A ð Matt OõBrien 

 Tit Bits from todayõs meeting 

 Did you Know ð Travel for 

Overseas projects  

 Royce Abbey Award  Dinner  

 

REMEMBER 

Members hip fees 
due now!  

 

 

A very active Rotarian fo r 17 years, Jim has 

fully immersed himself in the humanitarian 

philosophies and mission of Rotary 

International. A member of North Balwyn 

since 1991, Jim became its President in 

2004-2005 and served as Chairman of 

virtually every service committee for the 

club. Added to this, he was a member of 

the District Public Relations Committee 

before joining the District RYLA committee, 

where he gave eight yearsõ dedicated 

service. Appointed Assistant District 

Governor of the Batman Cluster for 2006 -

2007, he was also  named a Paul Harris 

Fellow in 2006.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What ha ppened  at todayõs meeting 

Member of the Day    

Alistair Fraser 

Jimõs passion for youth was clearly evident even before he joined the RYLA 

committee, having been an active member of the Scouting M ovement. RYLA 

however, truly touched Jim. Seeing young people who lack in confidence being 

brought together and through their RYLA experience dramatically change and 

blossom gave Jim a strong desire to make a greater contribution to this program. He 

has be en instrumental in the appointment of youth to actually run this vital program 

in D9800, further developing their skills and self -confidence.  

 

Jimõs career has been in the banking and finance industry and professional practice 

management in accounting and legal practices, both in Australia and the United 

States. Although born in America, Jim is an Australian by choice and is more 

Australian than Crocodile Dundee! And, like many Australians, he has a true 

handicap in his enjoyment of golf. Probably better de scribed as òStarship Enterprise,ó 

Jimõs adventures on the golf course certainly see him go where no human has gone 

before! He and wife Carol also share a love of cooking. They have two adult children 

who are now living overseas.  

 

 

District Governor, Jim Studebaker  

and wife Carol  

 



 

 

 

 
 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rotary Club of Karen, Nairobi  Matching  
Grant Scheme  

 

Jokes Corner  

The Four stages of life  At Saint Mary's Catholic Church they have a weekly husband's marriage Seminar. 

At the session last week, the Priest asked Luigi, who was approaching his 50th 

wedding anniversary, to take a few minutes a nd Share some insight into how he 

had managed to stay married to the same woman all these years.  

 

Luigi replied to the assembled husbands, "Well, I've a -tried to treat -a Her nice, 

spend the money on her, but best is that I took -a her to Italy for the 20th 

anniversary!"  

 

The Priest responded, "Luigi, you are an amazing inspiration to all the Husbands 

here! Please tell us what you are planning for your wife for y our 50th anniversary ."  

 

Luigi proudly replied, "I'm a -gonna go and get her."  

Q1. What ôs your favourite 

       drink?  

A.    Sauvignon  Blanc  

 

Q2. Your favorite  place in  

       Melbourne  is? 

A.  King Lake  

 

Q3. Whatõs your favorite  food ? 

A.  Lasagna  

 

Q4. Your  favorite  holiday  

       Destination  is ?  

A.   Queensland  

 

Q5. What wo uld you do if you  

        were given $100 ?  

A.   Join the Centurion  

 

Q6. A word of advice for us  

A.   Keep thinking outside the 

square  

 

 

Member Q&A    

Matt OBrien  

The Rotary Club of Karen is located 
in the vicinity of the Mukuru Slum, 
which houses some 700,000 people. 
This area is in desperate need for 
sanitation and fresh water stations 
and the delegation is currently 
evaluating the viability of another 
joint project with the Rotary Club of 
Karen to construct these stations.  

 
Keep an eye out for the meeting on 

the 23 rd September ð AFRICA Day  

 

On Thursday 5th June 2008, a 
delegation lead by Essendon Rotarian 
Matt O'Brien went to  Nairobi for the 
opening of the Sewerage Treatment 
Plant and the new School at Embulbul.  
 
The Treatment Plant has been an 
International Project that saw Matt, 
Tim Anderson and Analise Bos travel 
to Africa last October to meet with Dr 
Richard Lugg, a Doctor with the State 
Government of Western Australia and 
a Rotary Foundation Inspector, to 
evaluate the viability of the project 
after a Matching Grant was applied 
for to the Rotary Foundation. This was 
duly granted. The project was officially 
opened on July 2008. 
 

 Club Nostalgia  ð original club banner  & Bill Reid, 1st RCE President 

  



 

 

 

 
 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

DATED EVENT VENUE 
Tuesday 2 nd  September  District Governor , Jim Studebaker  Lunch Meeting, Fred ericks Restaurant.  

Tuesday 9 th September  Anthony Dieni ð St. Paulõs Drug Prevention & 

Rehab. Programme  

Lunch Meeting, Fredericks Restaurant.  

Tuesday 16 th September  Club Forum  Lunch  Meeting, Fredericks Restaurant  

Tuesday 23 rd September  Matt Obrien - AFRICA  Lunch  Meeting, Fredericks Restaurant  

Tuesday 30th September  Wayne Nebauer ð Improving c ommunication  Lunch  Meeting, Fredericks Restaurant  

Sunday 6 th October  Brumby Babes Cocktail party  5.00pm Designa Tables voting,  Moonee 

Valley Racing Club  

Monday 6 th October  Brumby Babes Lunch ð MIKE BRADY 11.30AM Celebrity Room, Moonee Valley  

Tuesday 7 th October  Vic Abfalter ð Man Behind the Badge  Lunch Meeting, Fredericks Restaurant  

Thursday 9th October  Italian Night  Night Function, Brass Tavern Restaurant  

Friday 21 st November  Annual Golf Day  Midway Golf Club  

Wed 3 rd December  Royce Abbey Inaugural Award Dinner  Moonee Valley Racing Club  

 
 

 

The Rotary Club of Essendon  

P.O Box 171 

Essendon, 3040  

Phone:  0419891043 

Club President:  

Colin Bell  

Club Secretary:  

Lisa Lowcock  

Contact Editor s:  

Michael Mahoney  

Perter Baker  

Stephen Roe  

 

E-Mail:   tba  

Web Site:  

www.rcessendon.com.au 

 

 

Community & Fellowship update  

Summary of Events  

Italian Night ð Thursday 9 October at Brass Tavern in Pascoe Vale Rd.   Our first major 

fellowship evening for the year ð with our heavy influence of Italian members and 

under the direction of Tony Rulli and Tony Colicchia  it is sure to be a great night.   

Please plan to attend, especially newer members.   Details to follow soon.   

 

Joint meeting with sister club Bacchus Marsh -  Steve Chandler with support from 

Roger Leask are looking at inviting Bacc hus Marsh to join us for an evening meeting, 

instead of our regular lunch time meeting, in late October.  

    

BBQ trailer ð have you seen our trailer lately?   It has been repainted, with support of 

Action Bodyworks, and looks great.   Sam Morello continues t o manage the hire out of 

this club asset and we will look to be manning it at Carols By Candlelight on Sunday 

14/12/08.   

 

Relay for Life ð mark your calendar for Feb 27/28 2009.   This is the Relay for Life at 

Windy Hill where we will again enter a team un der the leadership of Henry Randell 

and his 2IC Alistair Fraser.   

 

Camp Getaway ð Under the leadership of Maria Kouppas Community/Fellowship is 

currently reviewing if/how we can assist Camp Getaway in Axedale.   Camp 

Getaway is operated by D9800 and provid es a retreat for people with special needs 

and their carers.   We may look to conduct a weekend away of fellowship and 

general working bee or alternatively provide a financial contribution, for example for 

an air conditioner unit in care takers cottage.   
 

Gellibrand Residential Services  -  under the leadership of Wal Dibben we are 

exploring how we may be able to assist in the design, procurement and construction 

of a shade sail pergola at one of their residences.   Drawings have been developed 

and we are cur rently exploring costs/options and will also look to see if we can secure 

a D9800 Rotary Foundation grant to match our funds commitment to this project.     
 

Moonee Valley Traffic School ð we continue to support this outstanding facility that 

was establishe d by RCE in 1961 with Roger Priestley and Michael Cariss being on the 

management committee.  
 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rotary Club of Essendon Nth has a 

guest speaker at their meeting on 

Wednesday  24th September 6.30pm at 

Fredericks  to which   we have all been 

invited.  

Ms Alexandra Gartmann of the Birchip 

Cropping Group will speak about her 

recent feature appearance on ABC Four 

Corners programme in a segment named 

"Winds of Change" which detailed t he 

plight of todays farmers and communities.  

She also featured in August Royal Auto. $27 

p.p. R.S.V.P. 23rd Sept.  

 

 

 

 

Travel for Overseas Projects:  

Our club has several ongoing overseas 

projects which are generally visited 

annually. This pr ovides an opportunity 

for club members to join a delegation 

and see our dollars at work in places 

as diverse as Burma, Manila and 

Kenya.     Did you know th at the costs 

of your travel and accommodation to 

undertake these visits is tax deductible 

through R.A .W.C.S.?     The process of 

obtaining your tax receipt is a simple 

one.    Rotary also provides travel 

insurance cover for these visits.  

 

 

 

 

 

Hey itõs me Editor 

Michael. Iõm off to 

Greece for 4 weeks, 

see you soon.   

 

Peter Baker  is Editor 

while I am away.  

 

Smile, it could be  

a lot worse!  

Tit ð Bits from  

todayõs meeting 

Trailer Raffle 

Last year many members either 

donated or arranged for 

donatio ns of items or cash 

towards the trailer raffle . 

 

All major prizes on the ticket have 

been donated (thanks to those 

members for their support). We 

now have to fill the trailer with 

items to bring the value up to the 

$3,000. 

 

See Roger Priestly for suggestions . 

 

Todayõs Raffle was worth $400.00  

Draw  winner was John Marshall 

again!!!  

 

Drew a 5 of hearts.  

 

Jackpot next week $440.00 

 

There was no sergeant  of arms 

today du e to the District 

Governors spee ch . 

 

Happy 60 th Birthday to Sue Duras!  

 

 

 

 

 

Wish you all the best.  

Boris Struk is heading off to 

overseas this Friday for a bike ride 

around China  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

òWinds of Changeó 

Contact Feedback  

 Fantastic job. It is that hot off  the press 

that is burning  - Sam Tartaglia  

 Contact looks fantastic and its nice to 

see the sponsors included in the body of 

Contact again - Steve Chandler  

 This is as good as it gets ðAlan Murphy  

 A great second edition of Contact worth 

the effort and a great read - Richard 

Lawrence  

 Love the new look contact ð well done! - 

Shirley Kukk 

The Rotary Foundation is to receive a massive 

injection of funds from the Bill Gates 

Founda tions to complete its Polio Plus Project. 

The Polio Plus Project, to eradicate Polio as a 

threat forever, was begun in Royce Abbeyõs 

Presidential year of 1988/89 and is now almost 

complete. There are still pockets of un 

immunised children in parts of Afric a and Asia 

and these funds will provide the vaccine to 

complete those immunisations. The gift from 

Bill Gates is conditional on Rotary matching 

his $100 Million and so Rotary International is 

calling on clubs through out the world to 

make a one off donatio n to raise this $100 

Million. The Rotary Club of Essendon has 

pledged to donate $20,000 towards this 

project and has already received a pledge 

of $10,000 from an anonymous donor. To 

complete the $10,000 will require a tax -

deductible gift from each member o f only 

$125.00.. 

From this week we begin the TARGET TEN, a 

quest to raise that further $10,000. Cheques 

can be made out to The Australian Rotary 

Foundation Trust and handed to President 

Colin Bell, Treasurer Denis Rietdyk or myself 

and the Parramatta Offic e of Rotary 

International will forward a receipt.  

Foundation Chairman Steve Chandler  

 

Bill Gates donate $100 million 

to Rotary Foundation  

 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 


